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ATHENA KILDEGAARD
This Story Is About the CosmosA lover about to walk through the open door
 
feels how the earth pulls his arms down to hug him:  now it is your turn. Push open the screen, night air shivers against your teeth.It is not a replay of your death or of your birth,
 it is not a breach of a natural contract.The light of stars reaches you from a time before your great great grandmother stood below the branches of a hawthorn lifting clothes with an oak paddle  out of hot water—reaches you through an ache in your shoulders. And still  your eyes open to it. Your eyes open.
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